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        التعليم الثانوي ةأستاذ/  وريةصن خليل ب: إعداد 
 

I - PART ONE: READING                                                     (15 points) 
   A) Comprehension:                                                               (7points) 
                 Read the text then do the activities 
 

          The earliest inhabitants of Algeria were Berber-speaking peoples. In the 9th century 
B.C Carthage was founded in modern-day Tunisia and Carthaginians eventually 
established trading posts in coastal Algeria. 
         In 146 B.C Rome destroyed Carthage and gained control over Algeria until the 5th 
century. In the late 7th and early 8th century, Muslim Arabs conquered Algeria before they 
continued their way to Spain. Quickly most of the Berbers became Muslims and gradually 
absorbed the Arabic language and culture. The Arabs and Berbers also intermarried. 
       In the late 15th century, Spain expelled the Muslims from its soil and soon captured 
the Algerian coastal cities. Algeria appealed to Turkish pirates (especially the Barbarossa 
brothers) for help and with the aid of the Ottoman Empire, they ended Spanish control by 
the mid- sixteenth century. Algeria then came under Ottoman rule. 
       The country was first governed by officials sent from Constantinople, but in 1671 the 
Dey of Algiers, chosen by local civilian, military and pirate leaders, became head of 
Algeria. The coast was stronghold of pirates who preyed on Mediterranean shipping. A 
large percentage of the Dey’s reserves came from them and with the considerable trade 
which was conducted from Algerian ports. 
           In the 1780s a minor dispute with the French resulted in Charles X of France 
imposing a naval blockade of Algeria and then, in June 1830, invading the country. The 
Dey capitulated in 1830 but most of the country showed a strong resistance. 
 

   1- Circle the letter which corresponds to the right answer. 
       The text is about…                                                                        
          a) The initial inhabitants of Algeria.             b) Algeria’s various invasions   
          c) The French reasons for the colonization of Algeria. 
 

   2- Are the following statements true or false? 
        a)- Algeria was invaded by the Carthaginians.      
        b)- All the Berbers became Muslims.           
        c)-The Turkish pirates helped Algeria to end the Spanish control.     
        d)- The French invasion of Algeria was due to an important dispute.   
 

   3- Order these ideas according to their appearance in the text. 
       a)- Carthage was founded in the 9th B.C.      
       b)- The Romans invaded Algeria between 146 B.C and the 5th century. 
       c)- Algeria was governed by the Ottoman Empire. 
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   4- Answer the questions according to the text. 
       a)- What kind of relationship was there between Algeria and the Carthaginians?   
       b)- Why did the Algerians appeal to the Barbarossa brothers?   
       c)- What effects did the dispute with the French have?    
 

   5- What or who do the underlined words in the text refer to? 
        Its §3    -   they §3   -  them §4      
 

 B) Text Exploration:                                                  (8 points) 
   1- Find in the text words which are synonyms with the following. 
       Commercial §1  -  governance §3  -   chiefs §4  -  quarrel § 5         

   2- Complete the chart as shown in the example. 
 

VERB NOUN ADJECTIVE 
example: to civilize    civilization   civilized 
    inhabitant  
   to conquer   
   strong 

    

   3- Combine each pair of sentences using the connector in brackets. Make the   necessary  
       changes. 
      a)- Few Arabs settled in the region. They had a profound influence on Berbers. (though) 
      b)- The Spanish expelled the Muslims from their land. They found refuge in Algeria. (after) 
 

   4- Classify these words in the table according to the pronunciation of their final ‘ed’. 
       Established  -  founded  -  conquered  -  destroyed 
 

           / t /         / d /       / id / 
  

 
 

  

   5- Fill in the gaps with words from the list. 
       Lasted       centuries      fall        prosperity 
       During its golden age, Al Andalus was powerful on land and sea. For ……………, it 
enjoyed an economic ……………that eclipsed the former achievements of the Roman 
Spain. The Islamic civilization……………. in Iberia more than eight hundred years –from 711 
until the …………of Granada in 1492- but Muslim influence there lasted longer. 
 
II - PART TWO: Written Expression                                       (5 points) 
     Choose one of the following topics. 
     Topic 1:  
      After having enjoyed a long era of prosperity the Arab and Islamic world is facing 
serious problems. Write a composition of about 100 words on the reasons that lead to the 
decline of the Islamic civilization.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

  3/3

     Topic 2:  
      Algeria has been invaded by many nations which have left traces of their civilizations. 
Using the notes given and write a composition of about 100 words on the remains left by 
these civilizations and their influence on the Algerian life style. 
The Romans / The Arabs / The Spaniards /  The Ottomans / The French  

   - Architecture : mosques, palaces, ruins……. 
   - Cooking / music / clothes… 
   - language 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


